2020 WORK PLAN
MEMORANDUN OF UNDERSTANDING
CANADA-NOVA SCOTIA OFFSHORE PETROLEUM BOARD
FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA
AND

ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE CANADA
e e R e e S e —

Fisheries and Oceans Canada [DFQ), Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC), and the Canada-Nova Scotla
Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB) will collaborate on the projects outlined below, with the objective of enhancing
current mechanisms and practices for delivering environmental protection and conservation measures In the Nova
Scotia offshore area. The Work Plan does not preclude DFO, ECCC and the CNSOPB from working on other priority
issues or profects, which may be Identiffed during the course of the 2020 calendar year.

Project 1 — Joint Priority Setting, Planning and Coordination

Project Description:

The CNSOPB, DFO and ECCC all have legislative and regulatory responsibilities related to petroleum activities
offshore Nova Scotla, As such, it Is desirable that the agencies develop a set of focus areas for collaborative work
and develop strategles to ensure resources are available to carry out this work,

To achieve this outcome, the three parties have agreed to meet as required, and at least annually, to discuss and
plan for anticipated workloads and to identify prierities, Thase meetings will be led by the Implementation
Committee Chalir.

Dellverables:

+  Discussion of issues/areas requiring collaborative work, and an estimate of associated workloads.
*  Development of a JoInt 2020 Annual Work Pian, coordinated by the CNSOPB with DFO and ECCC.

s Implementation Committee members will continue to identify the lead individuals from their agencies who
will coordinate Work Plan projects.

s The CNSOPB will proactively coordinate with DFO and ECCC on the development of external
communications materlals related to process changes, projects, emergency response and other initfatives
where thete Is potential for overlap In jurisdiction and responsibilities.




Timing

. Ongoing

Project Team Leaders:

Peana Murphy {CNSGPB)

Lisa Fougere {ECCC} -
Rhea King {DFO Maritimes}

Alain Hebert {DFO Gulf)

Coordinztion Team:
Elizabeth MacDonald {CNSOPB)
Mike Wambolt {DFO Maritimes)
Jaclyn Poole (ECCC)
lean-Francois Mallet (DFO Gulf}

Project 2- Environmental Assessmeant

Project Deseription:

The Work Plan signatories share an interest in improving the environmental assessment (EA)} process, such that
Impacts are understood and managed effectively and efficiently. The exchange of expertise and Information is
fundamental to the conduct of an EA that fulfills CNSOPB, DFO and ECCC obligatlons. This project will facilitate that
exchange and ensure appropriate linkages are made to other relevant Work Plan items.

Strategic Environmental Assessments {SEA) are undertaken on an as-neaded basis by the CNSOPB, and help to inform
the Calf for Bids process. DFO and ECCC will work collaboratively with the CNSOPS during the SEA preparatlon
process.

The Impact Agency of Canada (IAAC) intends to formally initlate a Regional Assessment (RA) for exploratory driiling

forala

rge portion of the NS offshore Jurisdictionat area,

Deliverables:

Timing

Continved cooperation in addressing post-EA commltments on the Sable Offshore Energy Project {SOEP}
and the Deep Panuke project, as applicable. See Project 3 regarding decommissioning and
abandonment/removal actlvities and post abandenment monitoring,

DFO and ECCC will provide advice on content of SEAs under development andfor review. 1n 2020, an SEA
for the Western Scotlan Sheif and Slope will be conducted,

An environmental assessmient for a potentlal speculative selsmic program may be initiated in 2020. DFO
and ECCC witl provide expert advice to the CNSOPB on scoping for any such EA and conduct a review of EA
related documents.

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC), in collaboration with the CNSOPB, will conduct a regionat
assessment (RA) for oil and gas exploratory drilling for a significant portion of the Canada-Nova Scotia
Offshore Area. DFO and ECCC will provide expert advice and support for this Initiative. The RA is expected
to begin in Q1 2020 and continue through Q2-03 of 2021.

: Ongoing



Prolect Team Leader:
Janice Ray {CNSOPB)

Efizabeth MacDonald {CNSOPB)

Project Team Resources:
Michael Hingston (ECCC)

vtike Wambolt {DFO Maritimes)
Glen Herbert {DFO Maritimes)
Chris Burbidge {DFOQ Maritimes)

Project 3 — Environmental Effects Monitoring

Project Description:

As both production projects (SOEP and Deep Panatle] are in the decommissioning and abandenment phase and will
complete facllity removals In 2028, environmental monitoring activities will be limited as appropriate. Both
operators will complete as-left surveys at the end of fadllity removals and will conduct post-abandonment
monlitoring as approved by the CNSOPB. The CNSOPB will seek input from DFO and ECCC related to as-left surveys
and post abandanmeant manitoring.

Peliverables:

s DFOand ECCC will review post abandonment menitoring plans and provide comments as requested by the
CNSOPB.

s DFOand ECCCwill be provided copies of as-left reports and monitoring reports and will provide comments
to the CNSOPB as requested.

Timing: Ongoing.

Project Team Leader:
danice Ray (CNSOPB}

Elizabeth MacDonald {CNSOPB)

Projact Tearn Resources:
Maria Dober (ECCC)
Mike Wambolt {DFO Maritimes)

Project 4 ~ Regulatoery Activities

Project Description:

There are several ongoing activities that require regular collaborative work by the CNSOPB, ECCC and DFO in 2020
and In years to follow.

Deliverables:

®  ECCC, PFO and the CNSOPB will endeavor to undertake joint compliance verification activities each year
where opportunities present themselves, Including monitoring and auditsfinspections, under thelr
raspective mandates,
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Timing

» Team co-feads: Mike Wambolt {DFO Maritimes), Elizabeth MacDonald and fanice Ray
(CNSOPB), and Carina Gjerdrum [ECCC).

The CNSOPE will continue to participate in the development of Recovery Strategles, Actlon Plans and
Management Plans, as well as listings, for Species at Risk through participation In workshops, meetings and
responses to consultation requests.
» Team co-leads: Heidi Schaefer (DFO Maritimes), Diane Amirault-Langlais (DFO Guif}, Julie
McKnight {ECCC), Elizabeth MacDonald and Janice Ray (CNSOPB).

ECCC and the CNSOPB will collaborate on development of advice regarding avoldance and enhanced
mitigation of impacts on migratory birds, e.g. Leach’s Storm Petrel, and will initlate a systematic monitoring
program conducted by trained and experienced observers using established methods and protocols for
observations and data management to search for, collect and document the occurrence of stranded birds
on offshore platforms,

¥ Team co-leads: Elizabeth MacDonald (CNSOPB) and Carina Gjerdrum (ECCC)

DFO will collaberate with the CNSOPB regarding the ongoing review and potential update to the Statement
of Canadian Practice with Respect to the Mitigation of Seismic Sound in the Marine Environment. Expected
to extend beyond 2020,
» Team co-leads: Glen Herbert {DFQ Maritimes), Mike Wambolt (DFO Maritimes)
Elizabeth MacDonald (CNSOPB}

Continued collaboration and input Into research obfectives of various funding groups, such as
Environmental Studies Research Funds (ESRF) and the Program of Energy and Research Development
{PERD).
> Team co-leads: Milke Wambolt {DFO Maritimes), Dena Murphy {CNSOPB) and Jean-
Francols Mallet (DFO Gulf)

: Ongoing.

Project 5 — Marine Planning and Conservation

Project Description:

Under
develo

the Oceans Act, the Minister of Fisherles and Oceans has the responsibility to lead and facifitate the
prment and implementation of integrated management plans for all marine waters and a natlonal system of

Marine Protected Areas {MPAs). The Minister Is also responsible for leading efforts to reach Canada’s marine
conservation targets. The Minister may also establish marine environmental quality guldelines, objectives and
criterla. Within the Maritimes and Guif Reglons of DFO, there are 2 number of marine plannlng and conservation
Initiatives that requlre CNSOPB awareness, involvement and/or collaboration.

Deliverables:

The CNSOPB and DFO will cellaborate on Initlatives and governance structures developed under the Oceans
Act, such as the Regional Gceans Coordination Table.

The CNSOPB and DFQ will collaborate In support of the planning, management and conservation of the
Gully MPA and the 5t. Anns Bank MPA, the Fundian Channel - Browns Bank Area of Interest {AOI), and the
Gulf Reglon Area of Interest (exact location to be determined).



o The CNSOPS and ECCC will continue to participate in the federal bioregional marine protected area network
development processes, including processes for new AOIs and “Other Effective Area-Based Conservation

Measures”, with focus on identified areas.

Timing: Ongoing

Profect Team Leaders:

Wendy Williams {DFO Maritimes)
Richard Ruest (BFO Guif)
Elizabeth MacDonald {CNSOPB)
lanice Ray {CNSOPB)

Project Team Resources:

Glen Herbert {DFO Maritimes}
Carole Godin {DFO Gulf)

Kare! Allard (ECCC}

Project 6 — Spill Preparedness and Oversight

Project Descriptlon: ECCC, DFD and CNSOPB have independent but related mandates regarding preparedness and
oversight to environmenta! emergencles related to offshore activities, This project facilitates the exchange of

information to ensure a coordinated approach.

Deliverables:

¢ Develop a summary document to clarify mandates, jurisdictions and roles for ECCC, DFO and the CNSOPB
regarding offshore spills and other relevant incidents. Timing Q3 — Q4 2020.

s ECCC's Natfonal Environmental Emergencies Centre {NEEC), based on Its capacity, CWS for marine birds,
and DFO to provide comment and advice to the CNSOPB on splil response ptans and net environmental
benefit analysls, as needed.

s Invitatlons to be provided by alt parites to relevant spill response exercises and/or planning sesslans.

s Finallze the update to the ECCC-CNSOPB MOU Annex A: Cooperation Concerning Environmental
Emergencies to account for the Splil Treating Agents Offshore Regime and other coordination activitles as
necessary to include additional cornments by ECCC legal and senior management review, Timing Q3 — Q4

2020,
Timing: Ongoing unless otherwise indlcated.

Project Team Leaders:
Dena Murphy (CNSOPB)
Matthieu Dussault {ECCC)

Profect Team Resources:
James Porter (ECCC)

Glen Harbert {DFQ)
Janlce Ray (CNSOPB)
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Project 7 — Framework for Olf Spill Fate and Effects Monltoting

Project Description;

During a major splil Incident, it Is important to monitor bath the fate of the oll and environmental effects, The
purpese of this project Is to develop a framework for the three agencies to monitor the fate and effects of the spill.
The objective of the on-site operationat sctence may be to support the mission to aid the response effort by gaining
a better understanding of the fate and behavior of the spllled material, to support regulatory enforcement, and/or
environmental damage assessment and restoration concerns. Although this project will focus on affshore activities,
a national effort will be made, so that it applies to various sectors.

Upon completion of ECCC's study to assess the current state-of-the-art on-site and laboratory scientific analysis to
support the Department mission at an oll spill, consideration will be given to expanding the splll monitoring
framework to Include further detalled descriptions of the roles and requirements by federal agencies to provide
operational on-site scientlfic support, Including sampling and analysis related to a splil.

Dellverables:

» Continued discussions of Issues/areas requiring collaborative work and addressing identified gaps. Timing:
Q4 2020.

s  Finalize the framework document describing how the three organizations will work together and an outline
of the types of information to be collected, and avaliable equipment and resources. Timing: Q4 2020.

Timing: Q4 2020,

Project Team Leaders;
Stephane Leblanc (ECCC-NEEC)

Tom King {DFO-COOGER}
Janice Ray ([CNSOPB)

Project 8 -- Ocean Disposal

Project Description: This project examines Disposal at Sea regulatory requirements as they relate to activities
undertaken by the offshora ail and gas Industry.

Deliverables:

s As an Interlm measure, pending planned Canadlan Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) amendments to
clarify the application of disposal at sea provisions to offshore oil and gas activitles, ECCC will work with
CNSOPB to draft guidance for the CNSOPB and the C-NLOPB and industry to assist in unhderstanding how
the Disposal at Sea provisions of CEPA currently apply to common activities in the sector,

»  ECCCwill work with the CNSOPB and the C-NLOPB to communicate to CAPP and thelr members the current
guldance on applicatlon of CEPA Disposal at Sea in the sector and the implementation of any future
amendments to CEPA disposal at sea regulatory reguirements. A potential compliance promation
workshop with industry representatives to be discussed with the CNSOPB and C-NLOPB,

Timing:
» Following completion of the guldance document, follow up discussions with the CNSOPB and C-NLOPB In
0Q2-Q3 of 2020.



o Target for campliance promotion effort to be determined, but anticipated in Q1 2021,

Project Team Leader:
Jayne Roma {ECCC)

Janice Ray (CNSOPB])

Project 9 - Reporting on Progress

Project Description:

The Implementation Committea Members will keep the MOU Executive Committee signatories advised of the status
of projects. A progress report will be completed mid-year, and an annual report will be finalized by December 31,
2020 on the previous year's progress under the MOU.

Deliverables:

+  Mid-year meeting for operations staff of DFO, ECCC, and CNSOPB to discuss each deliverable and provide
updates regarding progress and resourcing. The mid-year report will be based on these discusslons.

*  Mid-year and annual report to the Executive Committee.

Timing: Mid-year report — Septerber 2020 & Annual Report - December 2020.

Project Team Leader:
Dena Murphy {CNSQPB)

Project Team Resources:
Elizabeth MacDonald (CNSOPB)

Lisa Fougere {ECCC}
Rhea King {DFC Maritimes)
Alaln Hebert {DFO Gulf)
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Approvals:

Whereas the partles have signed this MOU on the dates indlcated below.

for: Canada-Nova Scotla Offshore Petroleum Board

original signed

Christine Bonnell-Eisnor Date
Acting Chief Executive Officer

far: Environment and Climate Change Canada

original signed / 7.

ate

Regional'Director General
Atlantic and Quebec Regions

\RY)

Date

juL1o 20

original signed

Date

Regional Director-Genera






