






The Federal Minister and Provincial Minister, pursuant to paragraph 41(1)(a.1) of the Canada-
Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation and Offshore Renewable 
Energy Management Act and paragraph 41(1)(aa) of the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum 
Resources Accord Implementation and Offshore Renewable Energy Management (Nova Scotia) 
Act, hereby make the below joint Directive to the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Energy Regulator 
(the Regulator) regarding offshore renewable energy recommendations related to Call for Bids 
made pursuant to section 93 of the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord 
Implementation and Offshore Renewable Energy Management Act and section 96 of the Canada-
Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation and Offshore Renewable 
Energy Management (Nova Scotia) Act: 

Before the Regulator exercises its power to make an offshore renewable energy recommendation 
to the Federal and Provincial Minister with respect to a Call for Bids, the Federal Minister and 
Provincial Minister must provide Strategic Direction to the Regulator respecting the details of the 
Call for Bids for the purposes of subsection 93(3) of the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum 
Resources Accord Implementation and Offshore Renewable Energy Management Act subsection 
96(3) of the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Resources Accord Implementation and 
Offshore Renewable Energy Management (Nova Scotia) Act. 

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson 
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 
Canada 

The Honourable Trevor Boudreau 
Minister of Energy for Nova Scotia 



PROTECTED A - PROTÉGÉ A

Accord Acts Offshore Renewable Energy

Land Tenure Process

Government-Led Regulator-Led

Regulator issues submerged land licence(s) to winner(s) of the Call for Bids. A 
submerged land licence provides the exclusive right to develop a project in the 
licence area. It does not allow any work or activity to take place. Developers 
must first apply for a project authorization under Part 3 of the Accord Acts.

Ministers make a decision on the Regulator’s recommendation. Ministers’ 
decisions are public.

Regulator makes a recommendation to Ministers to issue submerged land 
licence(s) to the winner(s) of the Call for Bids.

Ministers jointly decide on the Regulator’s recommendation. Ministers’ decisions 
are made public.

Regulator makes a recommendation to Ministers to make a Call for Bids. The 
recommendation will outline the details of the Call for Bids, including bidding 
criteria and how it will be assessed, terms and conditions for a submerged land 
licence, and location(s) of parcel(s) that may be available for bid. This is informed 
by feedback obtained through the Call for Information process. 

Regulator engages with stakeholders, fishers, and Indigenous groups on 
location(s) of potential parcel(s) within WEAs, a draft submerged land 
licence and its terms and conditions, and proposed criteria 
and assessment approach used in future Calls for Bids.

Regulator administers a prequalification process to identify eligible 
companies that can participate in a Call for Bids.

Ministers provide joint direction to Regulator to design and implement a Call for 
Information process. Details could include WEA(s) to be used to identify licence 
areas, timelines for the Call for Information, Prequalification Criteria, Call for 
Bids Criteria, and the purpose for the electricity.

Based on findings and recommendations from an RA or SEA, governments 
evaluate findings, identify and engage on proposed WEAs and then
designate WEAs.

Governments may use previous RAs/SEAs or new RAs/SEAs to 
identify WEAs in the future.

Governments support the implementation of, and consider 
findings from, an RA or an SEA to: 
▪ identify optimal areas for future projects;
▪ identify data gaps relevant to optimal areas; and, 
▪ provide recommendations on mitigating potential impacts from projects.
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Regulator administers a public Call for Bids for developers to bid on identified 
parcel(s) and the associated submerged land licence(s) in line with its 
recommendation. As part of its responsibilities, the Regulator also communicates 
with interested parties to share relevant information and field questions.
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